[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 1: THE TELL-TALE HEART (Pre-Read)
1) What comes to mind when you think of the word ‘gothic’ (don’t look it up on your phone!). Name three things you might expect from a ‘gothic’ story.
Madness, delusion and guilt is what comes to my mind when I think of word “gothic”.  The narrator portrays total madness by offering no good reason for murdering an old man. He argued that it is “evil eye” made him kill an old man who stared at him in a disturbing manner.
 Ghosts, death and madness are things expected in a “gothic” story
How do you feel when you know you have done something someone else might think is wrong?
I feel guilt and disgust when I know I have done something someone else thinks is wrong. This might come when something wrong has been done accidentally or even intentionally. In “THE TELL-TALE HEART” narrator should feel guilt for killing an innocent old man with no good reason. As evident in the story narrator felt a sense of disgust followed by incessant heart beat following the killing of the old man.
2) Have you ever found a feature or habit of another person to be extremely irritating? What was it? Why, exactly, did it irritate you?
I have ever found habit of one of my friend to be extremely irritating. The habit was “Blaming others”. This habit was irritating because it appeared to set up others to be bad hence giving a projection of bad feeling toward others. This habit is also portrayed by the narrator in the story “THE TELL-TALE HEART” where he blames the old man for his own death. He says to have killed the old man for having evil eye that looked at him in a disturbing way.
3) In your own words, define the following words. You may use a dictionary as a reference.
	Foresight is 
Predicting what will happen in future and can also be used to mean gun’s front sight 
	Sagacity is used to mean being insightful or even wise 
	Derision is an act of mocking someone 
	Audacity is a kind of behavior that is disrespectful 









	Waned is the act of declining  in terms of strength or power
	Awe is less joyous emotion comparable to wonder 








	Suavity is behavior of a person that appears to be pleasant or polite that can be slightly untrue
	Hearkening is a word used to mean listening, hearing or heeding






“THE TELL-TALE HEART”
The Tell-Tale Heart (Post-Reading): 
1. Describe the conflict in this story.  Is it external or internal?  Give evidence from the story to support your answer.
In the Tell Tale Heart story there is of man versus self, described as main desires of narrator that is killing old man and suffering a punishment for committing his crime. The conflict is both internal and external. Internally, the man battles his sanity as he make decision to kill the old man although does not confess to it. Externally, there is a conflict of the, man and the old man. The man is killed for his own vulture looking blue eyes that to man seemed to be evil eye the narrator
2.  Why does the narrator commit his crime? 
According to the story the narrator commit his crime simply because of hatred. In the story Poe affirms that the narrator did not like the old man’s eye and viewed them as evil. Narrator describes old man’s eye as vulture eye that were blue in color and that were evil to him. 
3. Why does he wait 8 days to commit his crime? 
The narrator had to for 8 days to commit his crime because pf safety reasons. In the story we learn that the man felt more secure to wait 8 days to commit crime. The story confirms that it was on 8th day when eye was open and it was closed 7 days before hence suitable time for him to commit his crime. 
4. What do you think the narrator is really hearing at the end of the story?  What makes you think so?
I think the narrator is hearing his own heart from anxiety and possibly some sense of guilt. I think so because he appears to be so paranoid that could not think straight.
5. Is Poe's narrator an example of a reliable or an unreliable narrator?  Give evidence from the story to prove your point.
The Poe’s narrator is unreliable example because from his talk no one can trust him. Progressively he is going crazy in the entire story. As evident in the story, narrator is believes is completely sane but according to Poe, he is mentally unstable and thus his facts are unreliable. Other than that, as narrator converse with policeman his insanity is clearly demonstrated as he experiences hallucination mimicking heartbeat. The use unreliable narrator as well as erratic language it is clear that Poe’s example is of unreliable 
6. Read the last page again. Close your eyes and visualize what you see taking place at the end of the story. Draw a picture below (or find an image on the Internet) – it doesn’t have to be the event itself… it can also be how you feel. 
	[image: ]



7. What inspired this image? What compelled you to create this?

A feeling to arouse the guilt of someone who has done something wrong inspired this image.  To create this image I was compelled by the actions of the narrator of the story “The Tell Tale Heart” of deciding to kill old man, emotions derived by the readers after reading the story as well as the themes in the story.

Assignment 2: The Chaser: John Collier
The Chaser: Follow-Up Questions
1. Discuss the character of Alan.  Include information on physical description, emotional qualities, and personality traits.
Physical description: Alan can be viewed by readers as a young man who is not possibly good looking.
Emotional qualities: Alan is naturally passionate. He seems to be desperate. He is also manipulative as deploy his way into love. His logics are ruled by its own emotions.
Personality traits:  Alan looks shy. He is also insecure. Because of love he is ready to compromise his own moral because of love which later brings desperation.
1. Foreshadowing is defined as a “technique in which a writer plants clues ... about events that will happen later in the narrative”. Looking back at the story, what clues were planted that might have led you to expect the ending?
 There is an instance in the story indicating that after Diana takes the potion she would become attached emotionally. “She would never divorce you. Oh no! And, of course, she will never give you the least, grounds for uneasiness.” Said the old man.

1. List the specific effects the old man claims his potion will have on Alan's beloved. How does Alan react to the old man's promises? 
The old man assures Alan that after his beloved takes the potion, she would never divorce her or give him any reason for uneasiness whatsoever. The love portion would be very effective in resulting to all effects of idealized romantic love. Alan is so much thrilled by these promises because it was all that he would want and decides to use the potion.
 
1. What does the title of the story mean to you? 
To me the story has proved that there is no need to force love because it cannot be chased. It only happens naturally and should be left to grow on its own. Love should also be mutual between two partners and no one should force the other on each other. Alan after realizing that Diana could not reciprocate his love the way he wanted, he goes to get a love potion.

Assignment 3.Lena Coakley’s “Mirror Image”
Mirror Image Questions – Post Reading
1. The exposition of the story is deliberately written to create suspense. What questions are raised in the reader’s mind by the end of the first two paragraphs? Why do you think the author chooses to begin the story this way? What is the effect?
The questions that are raised in the reader’s mind are: how would life really be if there were no mirrors and why Alice was surprised when she saw her image reflection and why she considers it as a joke. Why would mirrors that have been placed in places disturb her and make her lose her nerve? The writer uses suspense at the expository to attract attention of the reader to continue reading the story and find out what the answers to the questions in their minds. 

2. This story does not follow a typical plot diagram. Discuss why the author chose to write the story non-linearly and decide whether it was an effective choice. Would the story be less or more effective if it was told in a linear fashion? Explain. 
The short story is very emotional as it is about challenges that Alice had gone through in her life. Writing the story non-linearly creates more drama in the story in order to make sure that ready is interested in reading the entire story. The suspense created through this method, keeps the audience eager to get more of the story. If the story is told linearly, it would make people lose interest and therefore not reach the main theme.

3. Identify the climax of the story and defend your choice.
The climax of the story is when Alice, who is struggling with getting her true identity meets Mr. Jared who enables her to have an opportunity of developing herself an identity that is related to her physical appearance. This was the climax because it provided a silver lining that Alice would finally love and appreciate herself.
4. In Lewis Carroll’s classic book, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Alice undergoes a bewildering number of transformations – one moment she’s the size of a mouse, the next she’s a giant. During her adventures, she encounters a Caterpillar who raises a question often dealt with in literature:

“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar.
This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly, “I – I don’t know, Sir, just at present – at least I know who I was when I got up this morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.”
        “What do you mean by that?” said the Catepillar, sternly. “Explain yourself.”
“I can’t explain myself, I’m afraid, Sir,” said Alice, “because I’m not myself, you see.”
“I don’t see,” said the Caterpillar.
“I’m afraid I can’t put it more clearly,” Alice replied, very politely, “for I can’t understand it myself, to begin with; and being so many different sizes in a day is very confusing.”
“It isn’t,” said the Caterpillar. 
“Well, perhaps you haven’t found it so yet,” said Alice; “but wen you have to turn into a chrysalis – you will some day, you know – and then after that into a butterfly, I should think you’ll find it a little queer, won’t you?”
“Not a bit,” said the Caterpillar.
“Well, perhaps your feelings may be different,” said Alice: “all I know is, it would feel very queer to me.”
“You!” said the Caterpillar contemptuously. “Who are you?” 
Which brought them back again to the beginning of the conversation.
Do you think that it is helpful to draw a connection between Alice in “Mirror Image” and Alice in “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?” Why or why not? What do you think the author might gain by alluding to another story, especially one that is well known?
 It is helpful because the reader is able to connect the crisis that Alice was in of finding her self-identity which she had fought for a long time. Both stories have the same them as narrated in the events of Alice journey of self-identification. The author shows emphasis on the theme by connecting two different stories.
Assignment 4 : James Joyce’s “Eveline”  
“Eveline” Questions – Post-Reading 
1. Why didn’t Eveline go with Frank? Was it a rational decision or more of an emotional response? What do you think about her decision? What do you think the writer thinks about her decision?
He did not go with frank reason being that was unable to accept the fact that someone could love her and also feared for unknown besides family obligations and promise she made to her mother. It was emotional response. I think her decision was emotional decision that made her react from what was caused by others like frank and her father.
I also think, the writer thinks Eveline made an emotional decision where her choice is unbelievable and as such, stay with her family and heeds to what she promised her mother
2. Where in the story is Eveline compared to an animal? Why does the writer compare her to animal? 
It is at the end of the story where Eveline is compared to an animal. She is compared to an animal as she was like helpless animal possibly a deer and her eyes did not show signs nor recognize love.
3. Discuss the motif (theme, design, idea) of dust which pervades the story. What does the dust symbolize?
In the story, the dust has been repeatedly mentioned as a way of reinforcing how lack of Eveline Lacked her own movement and as the story opens she sits near her window to watch the world with a lot of activities happening in her mind. Dust has been used symbolically to represent death and a reminder of unending daily activities as evident in the opening lines of the story.

4. There are two points of view present in this story: that of Eveline herself and that of the narrator. How can we differentiate in the story between these two points of view? What is the purpose of having these two points of view?
The two pints of view can be differentiated by keenly considering what is known by the narrator who as the story opens see Eveline seated alongside the window. The two points of view serves the role of showing readers realism around predicament of Eveline with her death brother and mother and her old father.
5. Describe Eveline’s state of mind at the port. What descriptions indicate this most clearly? 
The Eveline’s state of mind is disturbed, helpless and with empty emotions at the port. This is most clearly indicated where she is unable to think clearly and as such could not even follow her plans to go with Frank.
6. Fill in the following table (note: the symbols do not have to “match”):

	Contrasting Symbols and Images Between Eveline’s life and Frank’s Life

	Dust
	The open sea

	Marget Mary Alacoque
	“awfully fond of music and sang a little”

	water
	Face of bronze 

		Brown and red
	Window

	Deep sea
	Eveline Theme wheel

	“her head was leaned against the window curtain” 
	Curtains



Based on these symbols, what can we say that Eveline’s life represents? What about Frank’s life? Eveline’s life represents the fears that human beings face that prevent them from going beyond their physical limitations. Frank’s life represents the life of struggling to achieve success in life no matter the hardships.

Assignment 5: Final Assignment
In two to three paragraphs, compare and contrast the three short stories you read during this unit. Comparison in writing discusses elements that are similar, while contrast in writing discusses elements that are different. A compare-and-contrast essay, then, analyzes two subjects by comparing them, contrasting them, or both.
The tell- tale Heart story is of gothic genre because it has features such as madness as the narrator fights after committing a crime that lead to suffering and punishment. Before making the decision to kill the old man, he battles with developing a sane consciousness. This short story remains different from the other two because of the crime and suffering that the narrator undergoes because of succumbing to the urge of killing. Each of the story however presents the theme of self-identity and sanity in mind as a way ensuring people are aware of the consequences of their actions. 
The three stories have characters who are facing internal and external conflicts and are in an identity crisis. The narrator in the first story is disturbed by his consciousness before making the decision of killing the old man. Alice struggles with accepting her physical appearance and the image she is seen from the society until a man gives an opportunity to develop self-appreciation even after undergoing so much in life. Alan on the other hand wants to force love between herself and her beloved. Each of the stories brings the importance of taking life easily and not to force anything in life. 
My favourite story among the above is the mirror image. It is emotional and connects with the common challenges that one has to deal with in life before getting through such hard situations. The story provides a way out to life situations and therefore stands out from the other short stories.
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